2012 SYRAH

WHITE HAWK
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
237 CASES PRODUCED

White Hawk vineyard produced its first crop in 2000 and the wine we made from
those grapes was so bizarre that [ chose to blend it into our Santa Barbara County
bottling. The unusualness of its expression of syrah scared me that year, but |
began to understand it a bit better by 2001 when we begun bottling it as a single
vineyard wine. What [ didn’t understand at the time was that great vineyards have
large personalities and nobody has ever made a great wine from a vineyard that is
pleasant and innocuous. This was an important lesson to learn, and it has been
great fun to see White Hawk’s fascinating iodine and seaweed aromatics express
themselves through the vintages.

At this site the most compelling wines are produced in years where we catch the
fruit at the optimal ripeness, the point where the grapes are sweet but still fresh
and peppery, and that’s just what we did in 2012. This made for a wine that
drinks well today, but will continue to evolve for many years.

BLEND 100% Syrah

VINEYARDS White Hawk

AVA Sanrta Barbara County

ALCOHOL 14%

VINIFICATION 10% New French QOak
Traditional open top fermentation, 15% whole clusters
BARREL AGING 16 Months

TOTAL PRODUCTION 237 Cases

PRESS REVIEWS
Robert Parker's Wine Advocate

“More rounded, supple and open knit than the darkercolored 2011, the 2012
Syrah White Hawk Vineyard offers fruit-forward notes of marine-like minerality,
sweet blueberry, blackberry, leafy herbs and licorice to go with a medium to full-
bodied, rounded, ready-to-go feel on the palate. This beautiful wine will drink
nicely over the coming 5-6+ years.”

JD 92 Points
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