2005 SYRAH

MELVILLE
SANTA RITA HILLS

318 CASES PRODUCED

Although it may not seem like it, winemaking can be arduous. We spend most of
the year working with our growers to get them to do everything just right, then at
harvest there is only a moment in time to capture the grapes at their peak. For
the winemaker, the real work begins as the grapes come in from the field--worry-
ing over every one of the thousand decisions that ultimately determine how the
wine works out. Being so intimately involved with a wine for so long I'm ready to
take a break from it after bottling, and sometimes avoid tasting it for a while

to gain a little perspective.

This is one of those wines that | hadn't tasted for close to a year, so | was taken
by surprise with its dramatic aroma! It's all coffee and exotic spices presented in
a forward, sexy way. It's so alluring! The flavors are just as compelling, balancing
richness and concentration with vintage 2005's best attributes:freshness and
liveliness. Sure, it could use more time in the bottle, but it is a pleasure to drink
today.

PRESS REVIEWS
Robert Parkers Wine Advocate
“Slightly leaner and more austere, the 2005 Syrah Melville Vineyard exhibits a deep

ruby/purple color along with an elegant, medium-bodied, finesse-styled personality.” - RP
90 Points

Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Celler

“Vivid ruby. Highly perfumed bouquet of blackberry, potpourri, smoky minerals and in-
cense. Vibrant red and dark berry flavors gain depth and sweetness with air, picking up
an exotic candied floral quality. The mineral element resonates strongly on the strikingly
pure and focused finish. This is pretty sexy right now but possesses the balance to
reward patience” - JR 93 Points
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